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Britain! Great Mother of Republicks! pour, 
Swarm after Swarm, thy ardent Youth around, 
And roll encreafing Colonies along. 
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FRIDAY, MARCH 19. 1736. 





To the Author of the PROMPTER. 


SIR, 


g W.AS glad to obferve, ina 
® Paper, fome Time fince 
publifh’d, concerning the 


you confider not fuch Sub- 
jects as altogether foreign to 
the Office of a Prompter. 
IF any body but, looks 
aA A back, upon that Exertion 
of Publick Spirit, inthe Reign of Queen Elizabeth, 
to the Effects whereof on Private Undertakers, that 
is to fay, on Affociations voluntarily enter’d into, 
Great Britain oves her Fleets, her Riches, and her 
Power; depending, chiefly, on the Confequences of 
her Englifb Settlements, in America, which wete 
then, firf# planted ; He will not only thirik, with 
Gratitude, and Reverence, on tlie generous Truftées 
for fettling Georgia ; but with the Influence of their 
Example prevalent enough to kindle Emulation, that 
might, in other Quarters of the Globe, produce ew 
Acces (of like Promife) to the Intereft of cur Mo- 
ther Country. . 
AxtLow the, Sit, the Benefit of your Conveyance, 
for.a Hint, which may, perhaps, by tliat means talling 
into capable and diftinguifh’d Hands, produce, here- 
after, great Advantage to the Trade and Honour of 
the Nation. — I know, it was toa Circumftance like 
This, we owe the faring of the Georgian Scheme, 
amoung the Gentlemen, who have, fince, fo nobly 
executed it: and it will pleafe you, I believe, to con- 
tribute, but to the bare Probability of animating any 
future R efolution for the Honour of yout Country. 
A Writer, of great Spirit, and Experience; 
but whofe Name I never heard, began, fome Years 
490, 4 General. Hiftory of Difcoveries, and Im- 
provements, in Commerce, and Plantation. [ 
know not to what Accident we ow’d its Difconti- 
nuance (1 {hou’d !ook upon it asa National Repreach, 
to fay Difcouragement) but, | find, among the Heads 
he finifh’d, a Propoféi for a néw Britifb Colony, in 
fuch a Situation, and of fuchapparent Benefit to ariy 
Purpofes we may hereaftcr form, of extending our 
Ditcoveries, Southward, that I cannot think without 
great Pain, upon the Likelihood of fuch a ufeful 
tHin’s becoming either forgottes, or neglecFed. 
THere is (lays he) a large Tract of Land, in 
America, unpoffefs'd at .prefent by any European 
Nation. Even the Spaniards them{eives lay no Claim 
to it —It begins at the Plains of St..4 drew, above 
the Bay of that Name, about 20 Miles South of the 











new Colony of Georgia, that _ 


Rio de la Plata, in the Latitude of 37; and reaches 
to Port St. Fulien, in the Latitude of 50. . 

TH1s Country extends from Eaft to Weft, from 
the Shore of the Atlantic Ocean .to the Eaft Side of 
the Mountains of the Amdes im the Kingdom of Chil; : 
which Extent is, in the moft northerly Part, at leaft 
1200 Miles; narrowing gradually, with the Conti- 
nent, to the Soiith Weft; till, off of Pore St. Fulien, 
a Mouth of chat River, the Breadth is about 560 

As the Climate, in this Latitude, mutt neceffarily 
be temperate, the coldeft Winds coming over but 4 
{mall Tract: of Land, and then blowing every way 
from the Sea; fo, Experience of Travellers affures 
us of another important Article for, Temper of Air ; 
the Surface being generally Plaiz, not mountainous, 
or hilly,: as alfo Dry, not Boggy: fully {uited, and 
prefar’d by Nature to, produce Gras, and Corn, the 
two great Articles of Man’s Support, and to make a 
healthy Climate both for Man and Beatt. 

THAT the Soil bears Grafgyy in.a great and extraor- 
dinary Manner, we have firlt the Teftimony of feveral 
Ezxglifh, who have view'd it, and have found, fot 
above 100 Miles within the Land, the whole Surface 
cover'd with good Grafs, fit for Patturage of Cattle ; 
and, as far,as they cou’d fee the Plains extended every 
Way, all fullof excellent Grafs, high in its Seafon as 
a Man’s Knees and, when graz’d ddéwn by the Cat- 


tle, matted with Clover; and an excellent Turf, fie 


for Sheep, or Horfes; and as good as can any where 
be feen. : . 

TuaT this Grafs is {weet-and good, qualified to 
féed and fat up the Jargeft black Cattle, is evident, 
patt Contradiction, from This,—that the black Cattle 
catriéd to Bueros Ayres by the Spaniards, havin 
been fuffer’d to run wild, have (6 encreas’d, and 
{pread to the Southward of the Rio de /a Plata, that 
moft of this Country is over-run with them : and the 
Hunters from Buenos Ayres make ita very great Trade 
to kill them for their Hides only. 

Tue Fertility of the Soil, and Temperature of 
the Climate, thus afcertain’d, what remains then; 
for fecuring a flourithing Settlement, but to begin 
it with a Sufficiency of Bread Corn, for one Year 
ouly, and a Force, to protect the Colony againft 
any Afiault of the Spaniards ; for, as to the Natives, 
their Number is not contiderable. . 

As to Fle/b, the Councry abounding in Deer, and 
Black Cattle, there woud be no need to provide. 

Bur, leit the Pains of Hxxting fhou’d be thought too 
ereat a Hindrance of the rrore needful Work, of 
Planting the Land, a Breed of Cattle might be taken 
in, either atourown Colonics, of New Englandand 
Virginia , or at the Braf:/s, where the Portuguefe have 
a 











a very great Plenty, of all Kinds, Cows, Horfes, and 


Hogs. 
N Ow, hot to enlargé on@he feveral Excellencies 


of this Country for a Colony, it is particulars adapt- 
ed for a Colony of Englifh. 7 the Aptnefs of the 
Climate, and of the Soil, for all the ufual Growth 
of England, {uch as Whéat, Barley, Apples, Gt.— 
In fhort, the Country is, as it weré, out, for 
Exnglifbmen, not only to livein, but to live juft after 
the Manner of Euglifb People :~-Not too hot for 
their Bread Corn, nor to make Malt, or prefetve 
Beer.+—Not too cold to produce the tenderer Plants 
ofour Kitchen Garden, for wearing Cloaths after 
our ordinary Manner, or for the Health and Safety 
of the Cattle. 


Nor is this Country over-run with Woods, as 


New England, Virginia, and all our Northern Co- - 


lonies: whete there is no prefent planting, till after 

immenfe Labour and Expence to clear the Ground 

of Timber, and prepare it for the Corn: whereas 

this Country, tho’ fupplied with Woods, at propet 

Diftances, lies already plain, good Pafture , and the 

Plow may be. immediseely fet into it, to make it 
Arable. | 

To thefe Advantages, add we the following Ne- 
gatives. 

Firf, HERE are no venomous Creatures: no 
Snakes, or Serpents ; of which, in the Brafils, they 
find fome as big as a Man’s Thigh, arid fifteen, to 
twenty Foot long. | 

Second, No Lyons, Tygers, Wolves, Bears, Ele- 
phants, or other ravenous Beafts ; no, nor fo much 
as Monkeys, and Baboons: a Kind ‘of Creatures, 
many ways mifchievous and deftructive to the diligent 


tef. | 

Third, No Allegators, or Crocodiles in the Ri- 
vers, nor any other noxious Creatures: at leaft, not 
that I have heard, or tead, of: and I have been 
diligent to gain Information, by both. 

tic aColony being fettled, the next Enquiry 
wou'd be, what Encreafe of Commerce wou’d this 
be to us ?To which I anfwer, that it is not likely, 
a Country, fo finely firuated fhou’d want a Product 
‘ for Returnsto Europe: And, give me leave to fay, 
it is the beft qualified fof; and beft fitted wit 
fuch Returns, of any Countty wherein the Engi 
are yet planted, on the Continent of America. 

Firft, As the Mountains of the Andes are known 
to be full of Gold, on the Weft Side, by — the 
Spaniards receive, from the Country of Céili, an 
immenfe Treafure every Year, yet are not faid to 
have made any effectual Search, ({uch istheir Sloth) 
to find ob of it than the Natives bring them 
from the Rills and Brooks iffuing every where out of 
the Hills; {0, it cannot be reafonably doubted, but 
that the Rivers and Brooks, iffuing from the fame 
Mountains, on the Eaft Side, and of which there 
are an exceeding great Number, mutt partake of the 
fame Treafure: to which Eaftern Side of the Moun- 
tains this Colony wou’d immediately extend itfelf. 

Nor do I {peak this, only upon Probability. — 
The Experience of Divers who have travers’d the 
Country, even clofe up to thofe Mountains, from 
the Rio dela Plata, confirms, that it is really fo.— 
And, Sir Fobn Narbrough, in his wintering there, 
fourid feveral {mall Pieces of Gold, tho’ at fo great 
a Diftance. | 

So that, upon the whole, there is a moral Cer- 
tainty of GoLD; and that, even tho’ a Communi- 
cation with Chili fhou’d not be obtain’d: And, if it 
fhou’d be obtain’d, as ic does not feem rational to 

ueftion, thez, the having Gold, in any reafonable 
uantity, is by no means to be doubted. 


‘of Sir Fobn Narbrough for, who afferts it, of his 


Second, THERE is a Commodity infinite! 
ble in Europe, becaufe extremely wanted, — ¢* 
Proportion, as fure a Wealth, as Gold, and that is 
Salt-Petre. This, we have likewife the Teftimony 


own Knowledge, both as to the Quality, and 
geantity, that it is found on rg eld of - 
arth, and in feveral Pits; fo that, as he gave Ki 
— an Account, many Ships might be loaded 
with it. 

Third, ‘THE Hides of black Cattle are to be had 
without Number, in the North Part of this Coun. 
try, toward Rio de la Plata: and we know, they 
= . this —_ a Return, of any Bulk, 
trom Buenos Ayres; the Spaniards deftroying th 
for the Hide pe ; . se 

THERE are many navigable Rivers, which give 
Inleéts into the Country, and make farther Difcovee 
ries eafy. The Sea is full of Fi/b, whence Traig 
Oil might be had, in great Quantity. 

TE Produc of Corn wou’d be great: and they 
might fell it to the pete a in Brafil; who, tho? 
they have Plenty of other Grain, are always willi 
to buy Exropean Flower, which This wou’d 
tho’ growing in America. But, fhou’d that fail, it 
is not a longer Voyage, nor any way fo hazardous; 
to Barbadoes, or Famaica, than it is, from Ireland 
to thofe Iflands~«fo that they might fend Beef, and 
Pork, and Flower, and Beer, directly thither ; the 
Voyage beirig 1140 Leaguesy from 46 Degrees 
South, to 13, or 17, Norcti, with little Variation 
of Longitude: whereas, from England to Ireland, 
and, thence to Barbadoes, is 37 Degrees in Lati- 
tude, from 50 to 13, (befides the Wefting, in Lon. 
gitude) to fay nothing of the Danger of the Voyage. 
_N.B. Sir Fobn Narbrough, being fenfible of All 
I have faid about a Settlement in this Place, in order 
to obviate the Pretences of any other Nation, took 
a formal Poffeffien of this very Country, in the 
Name of King Charles the Second, his then reigning 
Sovereign ; declar’d, that he found the fame un-in- 
habited eer European Nation: and, fixing upa 
Crofs of Wood, with an Infcription in Brafs upon 
it, he proclaim’d King Charles, Sovereign ote 

untry.—This I mention, to intimate, that the 
Englifh have at leaft as good a Title to it, as any 
other Nation whatfoever. | 


Mr. Prompter, 


Wuat 2 noble Foundation might fuch a gene- 
rous Adventurer, as his Grace the Duke of Monta- 
gue have built on, in a Situation like this! and, 
what defirable Good Confequences might not have 
rewarded his {carce-enough-known, and admir’d, 
Extenfion of Spirit, had he beftow’d on the Efta- 
blifhment of a Colozy, in fo much fafer and hap- 
pier a Country, the Forty thoufand Pounds he tad 
the Grandeur to expend, in an Attempt, fome 
Years fince, to fecure, for his Countrymen’s Benefit, 
the Ifle of St. Lucia, near Barbadoes.—Who knows, 
what Time, and fucha glorious Example, may pro- 
duce, in fome future Admirer ?=——At leaft, throw 
the Hint in the Way of Pofterity, and leave it to 
the flow-ripening Fate of good Purpofes. 


I am, Sir, 
Your Conftaxt Reader, 
And Humble Servant, 
G. W, 
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Printed for T. CooPeR,.at the Globe in Pater-nofter Row, : 
taken in. And where the former Numbers may be had, [Price Two-Pence.} 
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